Finding a Path to Make Use of English

I believe that today’s English education faces a variety of challenges.
Ultimately, the goal is to develop students’ language abilities.

So then, what should be the biggest challenge we tackle as a school
subject? Should we focus on whether students can grasp the content,
whether they have enough study materials, or whether they can improve
their listening and speaking skills? The curriculum is largely decided by
national guidelines and the textbooks. However, in actual schools, each
teacher’s priorities lead to different approaches.

From my experience teaching together with various junior high
school English teachers as an ALT, I came to strongly feel the effects of
these different approaches by observing the students. For example, one
teacher emphasizes vocabulary practice, while another focuses on
grammar drills.

In any subject, there are students who are motivated and those who
aren’t, but in English, I often hear comments like, “I’m terrible at
English,” or “I don’t understand it at all.” Even though they’re still
beginners, some students have already given up. It’s unfortunate when
students give up before ever experiencing how important English can be.

Why is it that students’ English ability and motivation vary so
widely, even when they are taught the same material? I think teaching
English not merely to raise test scores but as something essential to
students’ own lives and society is a more effective approach.

Of course, studying vocabulary and grammar is important, but
English is also a staircase to a much wider world. To guide students toward
a global society, the greatest challenge we must overcome is helping them
feel the importance of English by exposing them to the language as it is
actually used.



